Project ¥ Linus

Providing Security Thvough Blankets

Bakers't‘ieid} Kern/Tulare Counties, CA Chapter

April 2010

www.projectlinusbakersfield.com

NEWS! NEWS! NEWS!

As I write this I am
sitting in a cabin
with snow capped
mountains all
around. It is so
beautiful. It snowed
yesterday and it was
just enough to let
the kids go out, play
in the snow, come in
for hot chocolate, go
out and play some
more and then come
in for more hot
chocolate. The best
part was that it all
melted before dark
and the sky was a
beautiful blue sky.
The stars were so
bright in the sky.
Again, I was grateful
that I am able to sit
and enjoy the beauty
of this world we live
in.

As I count my many
blessings I have
thought about how
we have been
blessed in our
Project Linus group
and how I personally
have been blessed by
each of you

Michele

ANNOUNCEMENT

Introducing the Project Linus
Western Region 2010 Conference

The Project Linus Western Region
2010 Conference is a celebration of
our volunteers — the wonderful,
giving people who month-by-month
create, gather, prepare and distribute
beautiful blankets to children in our
communities.

Please join us in Vancouver,
Washington for three days of
festivity and fun as we thank you, the
volunteers for all the sewn-in love
included in every blanket you touch.
Have fun, be inspired by the first-
hand stories of people we have
touched, make new friends, learn
new blanket-making techniques,
meet and talk with Carol Babbitt
(President) and Mary Balagna (Vice
President), enjoy the beautiful hotel
facilities and the great food!

This is not just for coordinators; it’s
for all volunteers and spouses who
give their time and energy to make
Project Linus a success.

If you are interested in
attending please contact
Michele Willis,

589-1854 for the registration
form and pricing.

661-589-1854
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Thank You, Thank You
Thank You
To
BARB & KEN MOSER

Who have taken on the
blanket delivery
responsibilities. These
two have traveled all
over the County and in to
the Tulare and Fresno
areas to deliver the
blankets for me.

“Dear IRS, Please
remove me from
your mailing list.”
Peanuts

Snoopy



http://www.projectlinusbakersfield.com/

When the Disney Give a Day Get a Day program was in

its initial stages, Carol and I discussed the fact that we

could potentially receive thousands and thousands of THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY.
blankets just in Central IL, not to mention those | TOoLD My KIDS WHERE THE
donated to many of our chapters across the country. As BLANKETS WERE GOING AND WHO
we all know, these surplus blankets did not last very THEY WOULD BE GIVEN To 8uUT |
long. On January 12, 2010, within days of the beginning DIDN'T MENTION THAT THEY WOULD
of the Disney promotion, an earthquake hit Haiti and we m:w A DISNEY TICKET. | WAS

immediately knew where many of these blankets would
go. Soon after, we were able to identify and assist
reputable organizations who have a continuing presence
in Haiti. They welcomed our Project Linus blankets and

SO PROUD TO SEE THEM SO EAGER
TO HELP. THANK You! IT's A LoT
OF HARD WORK, WELL WORTH IT

we did our best to fill the blanket needs they requested. THOUGH, IF IT WILL BRING COMFORT
All in all, just over 41,000 blankets have been sent to TO SoMeoNE ELSE! © | wiLL TELL
Haitian children and the majority were sent within six THEM ABOUT THE TICKETS ONCE WE
weeks after the earthquake occurred. Thank you to GET THEM. HOPEFULLY IT INSPIRES
each of you and your volunteers for the time, effort and THEM TO BE MORE GIVING.

monetary donations directed toward this very special
blanket need. We know that these handmade gifts from
Project Linus blanketeers will let the children of Haiti

VERONICA RIOS

know that they are loved. Mary Balagna, National Vice

The Monthly Quilt Challenge is Back!

Your task, should you accept the assignment, is to make a quilt top using the Project Linus
fabric. Entry is $5 per blanket to be made. You will be given 1 yard of Project Linus fabric
that you must incorporate into the front of your quilt. The majority of the fabric must be the
Project Linus fabric. Your quilt must be at least 36x45. The 1 yard lengths will be available at
the APRIL 20, 2010 morning and evening meetings or you can contact Michele at 589-1854
if you wish to start sooner. The entries will be judged on May 18, 2010 at the evening
meeting held at Mercy Hospital, 6p-9p.
Winner will receive a $25 dollar gift certificate to JoAnns. Charms will be given to all who
enter and complete their blankets.

Crocheter/Knitters

Your task, should you accept the assignment, is to use purple and yellow. The blanket must

be at least 36x36 and you may incorporate other colors but the majority of your blanket
should use the purple and yellow. You can use any design you choose. The entries will be

judged on May 18, 2010 at the evening meeting held at Mercy Hospital, 6p-9p.
Winner will receive a $25 dollar gift certificate to JoAnns. Charms will be given to all who
enter and complete their blankets.
ALL WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL OR USPS

I just wanted to say "Thank You" for giving me and my family such a rewarding
experience. We all had a great time making blankets. We all felt blessed knowing
there was a child somewhere that would be receiving our special blankets. I enjoyed
it so much I plan on making more blankets for you to give out to children in the
future.




I wanted to take this opportunity
to thank you for letting us join this
opportunity. This project has been
a fantastic even for our family and
we would like to participate
periodically if possible. The girls
even spent their own money on
supplies - and - really enjoyed
making the blankets.

Thanks Again, Lori Degliantoni

2010 Calendar
Bakersfield
April 20
May 18
June 15

July 20

August 17

September 11, Make A Blanket Day
5500 Fruitvale Ave, 9a-3p

September 21

October 19

November 16

December 14 (2 Tuesday)

316 LDS Church A St 9a — noon
Mercy Hosp — Truxtun 6p-9p Clerou

Room
Clovis
May 22 10a — 1p
D & J Sewing Center

2700 N Clovis Ave
559-225-4927

Thank You

A huge thank you to all who have worked so hard to make the
last 3 months of Disney chaos less stressful for me you all have
earned your Angel Wings. There have been many that have

labeled, bagged, pinned poems & mostly those that have fixed
the blankets in order for them to be ready to be distributed.

Disney's Give a Day, Get a Day

Boy, what a Disney ride this has been! (Sorry for the bad
pun) We are still very busy at PLHQ with hundreds of
blankets coming in every day. I started working with
HandsOn Network in about November, and even with
that I still had no idea how big this would be. I thought
that surely - there would be so many opportunities
around the country and so many non-profits that we
would most likely not get very many volunteers for the
virtual project at PLHQ. What started out as a great idea
soon turned into a logistical challenge. I know that many
of you can relate, as you are still staring at towers of
fleece blankets in every room and nook and cranny of
your homes. Overall though, it would be hard to
overstate the benefits to our organization beyond the
blankets. Countless people have told us that they are
thrilled to know about Project Linus. Many of them will
continue to make blankets for your chapters. But the
goodwill and positive PR for Project Linus is
immeasurable. And I have heard from many people who
have had wonderful experiences with local chapters. You
really rose to the challenge and deserve a big hug and a
pat on the back — and more - for a job well done. You
have our most sincere thanks and appreciation.

Here are some numbers that you may find interesting:

e 110,476. As of March 24, the number of
volunteers who have been verified with Project
Linus. Some - a very few - are "No-shows" while
well over 100,000 are "Attended".

e 8358. As of March 24, the number of people who
are "Upcoming Commitments" - still waiting to
complete their service for chapter opportunities.

e 4208. The approximate number of volunteers
who are upcoming for the "Virtual" project
through PLHQ.

e 6866. As of March 24, the number of blankets
received at PLHQ.

e 120,000. We could potentially end up with over
120,000 verifications for Project Linus.

e 129%b. The percentage of the Million Disney
vouchers that would go to Project Linus
volunteers.

Carol Babbitt, National Project Linus President



Blanket Drop Off Locations

Project Linus **Bakersfield-**
10720 Palm Ave Strawberry Patches Ellie Jayes
Bakersfield, CA 93312 6439 Ming Ave, Ste C 1608 19" St

Phone: 661-589-1854

E-mail: Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield, CA
uilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net .
a @sbeg ABC'’s of Creative To Quilt N Sew
Pursuits 3510 Allen Road
- 1412 17" St, Ste E i Bakersfield, CA
Happy Blrthday Haberfelde Gallery
Linda Bliss Bakersfield, CA
Nora Dean Freeman
*% *%
Kathy Handy CLQVIS
D &J Sewing Center
Barbara Mammet 2700 N Clovis Ave #103 Clovis, CA 93612

559-225-4927

Ericka Aldrich www.djsew.com
*TULARE**
Wedre on the Synchrony of Visalia
www.projectlinusbakersfield.com 1041 N Demaree
Visalia, CA

Project Linus — Coming to Your Favorite Bookstore?

A few weeks ago, Mary and I were contacted by a well known literary agent
in New York. I don't think she realized that she would be making a dream of
ours come true, but she did! For years, we have planned, dreamed, hoped
to write a book about the Project Linus story. Well, this was our invitation to
do just that and we couldn't be more excited. Preliminary plans are for a
book with stories, beautiful pictures and of course, blanket patterns. If all
goes well, this will be just the first of a series. Our first book will be about
quilts, but we hope that additional books about knitting, crocheting and
other blanket methods will follow.

What we would really like to do is include a lot of patterns from Project Linus
volunteers and chapter coordinators. We need your help! If you would like to
submit a pattern idea, we would love to hear from you. It could be your
pattern idea or a volunteer, but it has to be ORIGINAL, and UNPUBLISHED.
It doesn't have to be in a pattern format for now. You can include drawings,
pictures, and just a description, or if you already have it in pattern format
that is great too. Email to Mary at mary@projectlinus.org. We need your
ideas by April 15, 2010, and remember this is just quilting patterns for
now. We'll ask for additional pattern ideas for other techniques later. If your
pattern is chosen we will contact you to discuss details.



http://www.djsew.com/
mailto:mary@projectlinus.org

