
For those of you that have been 

following my Facebook you know 

how much fun my kids and I had 

on our vacation. 

We took the last two weeks of 

school off and traveled over 5300 

miles in two weeks visiting 

approximately 15 states and the 

most amazing thing is that I came 

home with all of my kids. It all 

started with my niece getting 

married in Illinois. She called and 

asked me to make her wedding 

dress and so I had to go see her in 

it and because we hardly ever 

road trip (once in the 29 years I've 

been married) I decided that it was 

about time. 

We saw the Grand Canyon, 

Albequerque, New Mexico, 

Amarillo, Texas, & Oklahoma City. 

I was totally humbled when we 

were driving around and drove in 

front of the Federal Memorial 

Bombing site. It was so peaceful 

and a great opportunity for me to 

teach my children a far better 

lesson than they would have 

learned in a school room. 

We then headed for Kansas City 

and picked up my hubby from the 

airport and was off to the wedding. 

I must admit she looked gorgeous 

in her dress. She was married in 

Nauvoo, Illinois and we were able 

to spend 3 days there learning 

about the Mormon Pioneers. We 

learned how to make bricks, rope 

and candles. We sat next to the 

Mississippi River and watched the 

sun go down and we loved being 

where all you saw was green 

beautiful scenery and rivers. 

We then took hubby back to the 

airport and the kids and I then 

traveled to South Dakota to see 

the Badlands and Mt Rushmore. 

The kids loved the Badlands (after 

falling twice, I decided that I'd 
leave the hiking to the kids!) I 

realized that I am not as young as 

I used to be. Mt. Rushmore was 

beautiful. Totally amazing. Going 

through the Tetons one of the kids 

threw away my keys and it was 

pouring rain. That was a highlight. 

We were then off to Yellowstone. 

All my kids could talk about on the 

way there was that it was the 

place that the last National 

Treasure movie was filmed. I had 

not been there since I was a little 

girl and it was so fun to go from 

one side of the park in snow to the 

other and see Old Faithful.  

On my journey I did manage to 

stop at a couple of quilt shops. I 

couldn't stay long because with six 

kids (5 of which are boys) they 

were not interested in fabric. 

I must admit, to quote Dorothy, 

"There's no place like home" I am 

glad to be back. Hope to see all of 

you at the June 15th meeting.   

  Michele 
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Congratulations 
to 

JoAnne Bae 
for receiving the 

McCarthy Merit Award 
“This award is intended to honor the 
achievements of our communities’ 

best and brightest, recognizing their 
positive achievements and inspiring 
all of our students to work toward 
their goals,” said Congressman 

McCarthy.  “By coming together and 
recognizing these students, I believe 

we help to create a positive 
community environment that 

supports the hard work of the next 
generation’s leaders.” 

JoAnne will be attending  
UC San Diego. 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you 

to Robin at 

TO QUILT N SEW 
for sponsoring our Project Linus Chapter for the 

Cares 4 Kids program with Constant Contact, our 

mass email program. This is a great blessing to us. 

Please go by and thank her for her willingness to 

support Project Linus. 

 

http://www.projectlinusbakersfield.com/
mailto:Quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net


Scout takes on blanket project, and others are 
warmed 
By PETER FISCHETTI 
Special to The Press-Enterprise 

 For his Eagle Scout project, Jarom Peterson, 13, decided to make a blanket statement about helping children in need.So on May 7, 
he held "Make a Blanket Day" to warm the hearts and bodies of infants to teenagers who are seriously ill or emotionally traumatized. 
The event, held at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Lake Elsinore, which the Peterson family attends, was sponsored 
by Project Linus, a national volunteer organization with 350 chapters that distributes handmade blankets and afghans crafted by 
"blanketeers." Giving the blankets to the children provides them with a sense of comfort and gives the volunteers an opportunity to 
serve. 
A sewing bee of sorts started at about 4 p.m. in the cultural hall, and three hours later about 25 blankets in kid-friendly fabrics and kid 
colors were crocheted or knitted. About another 160 blankets already made were dropped off. They will be delivered to Loma Linda 
Children's Hospital in San Bernardino County. 
Jarom, a member of Troop 824, had heard about Project Linus from his aunt, Michele Willis, who is a project coordinator for the 
organization in Bakersfield.  
An eighth-grader at Elsinore Middle School, Jarom set a goal of procuring 100 blankets, and was thrilled to easily surpass it. To attract 
participants, he promoted a raffle."I really enjoyed the raffle," he said. He drew numbers for a printer, DVD player and lots of food and 
dinner coupons. 
Jarom's mother, Becky, said the task of soliciting donations from local merchants for raffle prizes was a learning experience."When he 
first asked the businesses, he would look down at his toes," she said. "By the time he was done, he was looking at them eye to eye." 
Janet Jarosh, Project Linus coordinator of the Moreno Valley chapter, which covers western Riverside and San Bernardino counties, 
said that the blankets go to seriously ill children facing organ transplants, heart surgery, AIDS, burns, child abuse and other life-
threatening conditions and traumas."Currently we deliver over 150 blankets per month to Loma Linda, 65 to Riverside Regional 
Medical Center, 30 to Parkview Hospital NICU, and others to foster care facilities and to the children of our soldiers killed in Iraq or 
Afghanistan... 
Meanwhile, as he closes in on the Eagle Scout badge, Jarom has already accomplished something important, he said. "It feels great 
knowing you're doing something for the needy 

 
 

July 2010 Quilt Challenge 

Blue/Red 
All quilters, knitters and crocheters.  

Your quilts should be at least 36x45. Crochet/Knitted afghans should be at least 36x36. 
A charm will be given to all who complete the blanket challenge.  

Your blanket can be but does not have to be patriotic. You may use white if you choose. 

Bring a new friend to our monthly meeting and receive a free gift. If they come two 
months in a row you receive another gift. 

I think patriotism is like charity -- it begins at home.  
      Henry James 
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Thank You to the 

Giving our Gifts GATE 

students for donating 

blankets to Project 

Linus 

Dear Project Linus,  

Our son, Luke 4 1/2 yrs, recently received one of your precious 

blankets when he was admitted to Memorial Hospital. Luke just 

loved the blanket & it kept him wonderful, cozy - company while he 

was healing. Thank you for your program and for serving 

Bakersfield.  

 Dave & Sara 
Thanks to our friends at Project 

Linus we have wonderful and 

snuggly blankets to pass out to our 

precious patients here at Children's 

Hospital. Many thanks for your 

kindness and generosity! 

 Sincerely, 

  Child Life Dept 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Calendar 

Bakersfield 

June 15 

July 20 

August 17 

September 11,     Make A Blanket Day 

              5500 Fruitvale Ave, 9a-3p 

September 21 

October 19 

November 16 

December 14 (2nd Tuesday) 

 

316 LDS Church A St 9a – noon  

Mercy Hosp – Truxtun 6p-9p Clerou 

Room 

 

Clovis 

July 31, 2010 
 

D & J Sewing Center 
2700 N Clovis Ave 

559-225-4927 
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Project Linus National Convention  

Mark your calendars for Project Linus Institute 2011, July 

20 -23, 2011 at the Pere Marquette Hotel in Peor ia, 

Illinois. www.hotelperemarquette.com Registrations will 
be available later in the summer.  

Think "Pets" -  because our theme for 2011 is "It's 

Raining Cats and Dogs." We will have a limited n umber of 

Blanket Challenge Quilt Kits available once registration 
begins.  

Now for our big announcement -  for 2011 , by popular 

demand, Institute registration will be open to ALL 

VOLUNTEERS , not just coordinators and their guests.  Our 

special guest for Friday evening will be Jennifer Chiaverini, author of the 
Elm Creek Quilts novels. You can learn more about Jennifer and her 

books at www.jenniferchiaverini.com http://www.jenniferchiaverini.com. 

In Jennifer's recent book "A Quilter's Holiday" one of the characters in the 

book decides she wants to open a chapter of Project Linus at Elm Creek 

Manor, which is the fictional Elm Creek quilters retreat. It was really fun 

to read about "us" in her book and see how she wove Project Linus into 

the story. Needless to say we were thrilled and honored. 

Jennifer Chiaverini is teaming up with Project Linus to 

offer Elm Creek Readers the chance to decide whether 

Sarah's twins will be boys, girls, or one of each!  

Here's how to c ast your vote:  

1.  Download the Twin Star pattern  from Jennifer's website.  
2.  If you'd like Sarah to have two boys, sew a Twin Star block 

using the dark blue/light blue color combination. If you'd l ike 
Sarah to have two girls, sew a Twin Star block using the 
red/pink color combination. If you'd like Sarah to have a boy 

and a girl, sew a Twin Star block using the dark purple/light 
purple color combination. Please use white, off -white, light 
cream, or light beige for the background fabrics.  

 

3.  Mail your block to: Elm Creek Quilts, P. O. Box 620824, 
Middleton WI 53562 USA. All blocks must be received by Labo r 
Day (Monday, September 6, 2010) to be counted. You may 
"vote" as many times as you wish, so feel free to stuff the 
ballot box!  

4.  All blocks received will be donated to Project Linus . Jennifer 
will reveal the result of the vote in an exclusive, sneak previe w 
reading of an unpublished Elm Creek Quilts novel at the 
Project Linus Institute on Friday, July 22, 2011.  Quilts created 
from the donated blocks will also be displayed.  

Each "vote" you cast will mean another block for a warm, cozy 

quilt that will comfort  a child in need  
 

 

 

 I received and email from Karen at ABC's 

of Creative Pursuits and she has found 

an internet site that I think you might all 

enjoy.. 

www.interweave.com 

 There are many ebooks and epatterns 

that you can download for free and not 

just for crocheters/knitters. I found ebooks 

on binding and quilting as well. If you 

cannot find the link email me at 

quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net and I will 

forward you the link. 

 

 

http://www.hotelperemarquette.com/
http://www.jenniferchiaverini.com/
http://www.elmcreek.net/TwinStar.pdf
www.interweave.com%20
mailto:quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net


 

 

10720 Palm Ave 
Bakersfield, CA 93312 
Phone:  661-589-1854 

E-mail: 
quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net 

 

Project Linus  

. 

Weôre on the Web! 

www.projectlinusbakersfield.com 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

Laura Bennett 

Linda Ellis 

Conchita Walker 

 

***Bakersfield*** 
 Strawberry Patches Ellie Jayes  
6439 Ming Ave, Ste C  1608 19th St 
 Bakersfield, CA  Bakersfield, CA 
        

ABC’s of Creative  To Quilt N Sew 
      Pursuits   3510 Allen Road 
 1412 17th St, Ste E ï   Bakersfield, CA 
 Haberfelde Gallery    
 Bakersfield, CA      
 
      

**CLOVIS** 
D &J Sewing Center 

2700 N Clovis Ave #103 Clovis, CA 93612 
559-225-4927 

www.djsew.com 
 

**TULARE** 
Synchrony of Visalia 

1041 N Demaree 
Visalia, CA 

 

Blanket Drop Off Locations  

 
"You the Project Linus Volunteer" 

The Portland/Vancouver Chapter is hosting a celebration of "You the Project Linus 

Volunteer" September 17, 18 and 19, 2010. The event will be held at the Heathman 

Lodge in Vancouver, Washington, a wonderfully warm, welcoming and u nique 

Northwest setting totally appropriate to honor, thank, inspire and motivate. We promise 

to make you laugh and cry as we learn how much we mean to the families in the 
communities we serve.  

Everyone will have a chance to meet and talk with Carol Babbit t and Mary Balagna 

(President and Vice President of Project Linus); coordinators will have a business 

meeting and everyone will have lots of opportunities to talk, make suggestions and ask 
questions.  

We will have a Make & Take to learn lots of new fun tec hniques in quilting, crochet, 

card -making, and other crafts; all great to take home for sharing with other volunteers. 

Be sure to bring scrappy quilts for the quilt show. Of course, there will be amazing food 
and lots of chocolate.  

Please contact Michele Willis at quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net if you are interested in attending and 

receiving more information. I will be attending so I hope to see you there.  

http://www.djsew.com/
mailto:quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net

