
Happy July!  As my kids and I were 

waiting for the fireworks to start at the 

ballpark my thoughts were turned to 

this great country that we live in. In no 

time since this country was started 

have we had as many conveniences 

and freedoms as we do now. 

My grandfather served in WW2 and my 

dad tried to enlist into the Air Force but 

was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes 

so was not able to serve but my 

parents taught me to respect the flag, 

our leaders and to be grateful for those 

that died for my freedom. As my kids 

and I drove up to the Oklahoma City 

Memorial on our recent vacation.  I 

wanted to pay tribute to those that 

gave their life but then I was also 

drawn to the events of September 11, 

2001 when our country was attacked. I 

decided that I never wanted to forget 

those people or those that are have or 

are serving our great country. My sister 

served in Kuwait for a period of time 

and I know what some of the families 

are feeling as they send loved ones to 

fight for our freedom and the freedom 

of others.  

Our Make A Blanket day on 

September 11 is a tribute to those that 

perished on September 11 and that 

have served or are serving our 

country. Our theme for the day will be 

We Remember... and I hope that you 

will mark the day on your calendar and 

join us. 

We will be making blanket but we will 

also be making a special gift for some 

of the local soldier serving from our 

area.  

I know firsthand how important each of 

these blankets are. Each of my kids 

have a blanket that I made them and 

every night they go to sleep with it. I 

complain to them that it is 150 degrees 

and as they are all wrapped in a 

blanket and they each tell me how 

much they love being wrapped in the 

blanket because it makes them feel 

better I realize that that is what Project 

Linus is all about. We have the 

opportunity to give a child in need a 

hug. I was at Target Pharmacy the 

other day and the assistant was telling 

me that her child was in Memorial 

Hospital and received a blanket and 

that it made the experience of being 

there a whole lot better. She said that 

now her child will not leave the blanket. 

Thank you all for doing what you do. 

Thank you for caring enough about 

others to help us serve in the 

community.  

 Michele 
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Thank you to the CPA 
firm of Daniells Phillips 

Vaughan & Bock. 
 

The employees pay to 
wear jeans on Fridays 
and each month they 

pick a charity to donate 
the money to. Project 
Linus was chosen for 

the month of June.. 

Some of you might remember that I invented the "Cane 

Sweater" 2 years ago when my dad needed to start using a 

cane. What started out as kind of a family joke has turned into 

a wonderful venture! We have our own website 
(www.canesweaters.com) and all proceeds go to Project 

Linus! Well, last year, I entered it in the Michael's/Vanna's 

Choice contest and was just informed that I won 3rd prize! 
Wow! What an honor! I'm way down the pictures on their site, 

but we're there! Check out http://www.vannaschoice.com/ I 

wish they had put in the story of its creation to get more 

publicity for Project Linus, though! 
 

Claire Gliddon, Coordinator 

Project Linus - Sacramento 

 

 

thank you so much for the time 

you have spent on these blankets. 

My son is currently in childrens 

hospital in madera and has 

recieved a blanket and we just 

want to say thank you! 

Jessica Lugo 

 

My God! How little do my 

countrymen know what 

precious blessings they are 

in possession of, and which 

no other people on earth 

enjoy! 

Thomas Jefferson 

http://www.projectlinusbakersfield.com/
mailto:Quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net
http://www.canesweaters.com/
http://www.vannaschoice.com/


 

The Theme for this years 

Community Make A Blanket Day is 

WE Remember... 
September 11, 2010 

9a.m. - 3p.m. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

5500 Fruitvale Ave 
We want to make this a special day as we remember those that have and are 

serving our country. If you have a special memory of someone that helped at 

Ground Zero in New York or has served or is serving our country. We will have 

a short program to pay tribute to these great Americans. Please mail your 

memory to Michele Willis, 10720 Palm Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93312. 

 

 

 
Aug 2010 Quilt Challenge Theme 

~Back to School~ 
All quilters, knitters and crocheters are welcome to participate.  

Your quilts should be at least 36x45.. 

A charm will be given to all who complete the blanket challenge.  

Think alphabet, school bus, school houses. Blankets are due August 17, 2010. 

Crochet/Knitted afghans should be at least 36x36- 

check out the Missouri Star Quilt Co website for great ideas 

www.missouriquiltco.com 

2 

 

  

 

 

 

$300.00 

Table Top Long Arm and Juki sewing machine 

with cruise control. 

Email Michele at quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net  

if you are interested. 
Bring a new friend to 
our monthly meeting 

and receive a free gift. If 
they come two months 

in a row you receive 
another gift. 

 

www.missouriquiltco.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Calendar 

Bakersfield 

July 20 

August 17 

September 11,     Make A Blanket Day 

              5500 Fruitvale Ave, 9a-3p 

September 21 

October 19 

November 16 

December 14 (2nd Tuesday) 

316 LDS Church A St 9a – noon  

Mercy Hosp – Truxtun 6p-9p Clerou 

Room 

Clovis 

July 31, 2010 
D & J Sewing Center 

2700 N Clovis Ave 
559-225-4927 
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Project Linus National Convention 

Mark your calendars for Project Linus Institute 2011, July 
20-23, 2011 at the Pere Marquette Hotel in Peoria, 
Illinois. www.hotelperemarquette.comRegistrations will 
be available later in the summer.  

Think "Pets" - because our theme for 2011 is "It's 
Raining Cats and Dogs." We will have a limited number of 
Blanket Challenge Quilt Kits available once registration 
begins. 

Now for our big announcement - for 2011, by popular 

demand, Institute registration will be open to ALL 
VOLUNTEERS, not just coordinators and their guests. Our 

special guest for Friday evening will be Jennifer Chiaverini, author of the 

Elm Creek Quilts novels. You can learn more about Jennifer and her 
books at www.jenniferchiaverini.com http://www.jenniferchiaverini.com. 

In Jennifer's recent book "A Quilter's Holiday" one of the characters in the 

book decides she wants to open a chapter of Project Linus at Elm Creek 
Manor, which is the fictional Elm Creek quilters retreat. It was really fun 

to read about "us" in her book and see how she wove Project Linus into 

the story. Needless to say we were thrilled and honored. 

Jennifer Chiaverini is teaming up with Project Linus to 

offer Elm Creek Readers the chance to decide whether 
Sarah's twins will be boys, girls, or one of each! 

Here's how to cast your vote: 

1. Download the Twin Star pattern from Jennifer's website. 
2. If you'd like Sarah to have two boys, sew a Twin Star block 

using the dark blue/light blue color combination. If you'd like 
Sarah to have two girls, sew a Twin Star block using the 

red/pink color combination. If you'd like Sarah to have a boy 
and a girl, sew a Twin Star block using the dark purple/light 

purple color combination. Please use white, off-white, light 
cream, or light beige for the background fabrics. 

 

3. Mail your block to: Elm Creek Quilts, P. O. Box 620824, 
Middleton WI 53562 USA. All blocks must be received by Labor 

Day (Monday, September 6, 2010) to be counted. You may 
"vote" as many times as you wish, so feel free to stuff the 

ballot box! 
4. All blocks received will be donated to Project Linus. Jennifer 

will reveal the result of the vote in an exclusive, sneak preview 
reading of an unpublished Elm Creek Quilts novel at the 

Project Linus Institute on Friday, July 22, 2011. Quilts created 
from the donated blocks will also be displayed. 

Each "vote" you cast will mean another block for a warm, cozy 

quilt that will comfort a child in need 

 

 

I recently met with a young couple whose baby was 

stillborn at a local hospital. It was a sad and 

devastating experience for them. My role was to 

discuss grief feelings and issues and to offer support. 

They shared a picture of their tiny son, taken by the 

hospital staff. All 1 lb, 12 ounces of their infant was 

dressed in a blue and white outfit with a tiny knitted 

hat - his lifeless body rested on a pale blue knitted 

blanket with a red rose by his side. I was struck by 

how very, very tiny he was and the care  

taken by the hospital staff to create this precious 

memory for his parents. 

In this unfamiliar moment, something looked familiar. 

And then I got it…..it was the blanket. I knew I had 

seen it before. It was one from our chapter -- a small, 

light blue basket weave knit pattern created from the 

softest of soft yarn, lovingly made for this beloved son 

and his grieving parents. The blanket and hat were 

returned to the family after  

their son was cremated and are sources of great 

comfort to this young couple. 

This was a strange and rewarding full circle  

moment. If you ever doubt for one moment that all 

your hard work and the blankets make a difference, 

please stop. Know that you do make a difference – 

more than you will ever know. 
Sandi Howlett, Grief Councilor, Phoenix 

 

  

 

 

Thank you to Quilt N Sew for sponsoring 

the Cares 4 Kidz program with Constant 

Contact. 

http://www.hotelperemarquette.com/
http://www.jenniferchiaverini.com/
http://www.elmcreek.net/TwinStar.pdf


 

 

10720 Palm Ave 
Bakersfield, CA 93312 
Phone:  661-589-1854 

E-mail: 
quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net 

 

Project Linus  

. 

We’re on the Web! 

www.projectlinusbakersfield.com 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

Noel Carroll 

 

***Bakersfield*** 
 Strawberry Patches Ellie Jayes  
6439 Ming Ave, Ste C  1608 19th St 
 Bakersfield, CA  Bakersfield, CA 
        

ABC’s of Creative  To Quilt N Sew 
      Pursuits   3510 Allen Road 
 1412 17th St, Ste E –   Bakersfield, CA 
 Haberfelde Gallery    
 Bakersfield, CA      
 
      

**CLOVIS** 
D &J Sewing Center 

2700 N Clovis Ave #103 Clovis, CA 93612 
559-225-4927 

www.djsew.com 
 

**TULARE** 
Synchrony of Visalia 

1041 N Demaree 
Visalia, CA 

 

Blanket Drop Off Locations  

  MAKE A BLANKET DAY  
 September 11, 2010  9A.M. ð 3P.M. 

Co-Sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints  

5500 Fruitvale Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93312 

It is our mission to provide love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, 
traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by 

volunteer òblanketeersó  

Please join us to help serve the special needs of children in our area.  

¶ Please bring scissors/sewing machine & accessories. 

¶ You may bring completed blankets ready to donate. 

¶ Fabric (cotton, flannel, fleece) batting (not stuffing) in 1 ½ yard lengths and yarn may be 

donated. 

¶ NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY All help is appreciated & you do not have to bring anything to 

participate. 

¶ All styles of blankets may be donatedé.crocheted, knitted, flannel, quilted, fleece.  

¶ Blankets  preferably not smaller than 45x36 

¶ Blankets are for infants through teen years, so any size is appropriate.  

¶ Learn how to crochet, quilt - Knitters & Crocheters welcome. 

For more information contact: Michele Willis, Project Linus Chapter Coordinator 589-1854 or  

quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net or www.projectlinusbakersfield.com  

 

I think patriotism is like 

charity -- it begins at 

home. 

  Henry James 

 

http://www.djsew.com/
mailto:quilts4kidz@sbcglobal.net
http://www.projectlinusbakersfield.com/

